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May 28 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 

ister of the United Kingdom; Ed Hewett, 
Special Assistant to the President for Na-
tional Security Affairs and Senior Director 
of Soviet Affairs; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant 
to the President for National Security Affairs; 
George J. Mitchell, Senate majority leader; 

Ronald H. Brown, Democratic Party chair-
man; Jesse Jackson, candidate for the 1988 
Democratic Presidential nomination; Carla 
A. Hills, U.S. Trade Representative; and Rob-
ert A. Mosbacher, Secretary of Commerce. 

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s Health 
May 28, 1991 

Because of the remarkable coincidence 
of the President and First Lady both having 
Graves’ disease, the President’s physician 
is exploring any possible link to environ-
mental or other causes. While the doctors 
feel it is highly unlikely that their thyroid 
condition could be related, or in any way 
related to the lupus disease suffered by 
Millie, prudence dictates that all such possi-
bilities be examined. 

The Secret Service is taking water sam-
ples at Camp David, the Vice President’s 
residence, the White House and Walker’s 

Point to ascertain any possible presence of 
iodine or lithium, two substances which 
have been associated with thyroid disease. 
In addition, Dr. Charles L. Christian, head 
of medicine at the Hospital for Special Sur-
gery in New York, has been asked to review 
the medical history of the First Family, in-
cluding Millie, to ensure that there is no 
relationship in any way. These tests and 
reviews will be made over the next few 
weeks. We do not expect conclusions for 
some time. 

Presidential Determination No. 91–35—Memorandum on Disaster 
Assistance for Bangladesh 
May 26, 1991 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 

Subject: Drawdown of Department of 
Defense Articles and Services for 
International Disaster Assistance in 
Bangladesh 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me 
by section 506(a)(2) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C. 
2318(a)(2)) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine 
that it is in the national interest of the 
United States to draw down defense articles 
from the stocks of the Department of De-
fense and defense services of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for the purpose of pro-
viding international disaster assistance in 
Bangladesh. 

Therefore, I hereby authorize the fur-

nishing of up to $20 million of defense arti-
cles from the stocks of the Department of 
Defense and defense services of the De-
partment of Defense, for the purposes and 
under the authorities of Chapter 9 of Part 
I of the Act. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to inform the appropriate commit-
tees of the Congress of this determination 
and the obligation of funds under this au-
thority, and to publish this memorandum 
in the Federal Register. 

GEORGE BUSH 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:42 a.m., June 7, 1991] 
Note: This determination was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on May 
29. 
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